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... In San Esteban de  

los Patos, Ávila, Mariano  

was born, the first son  

out of fifteen children,  

on 25th September, 1891.

When he was ten he realized 
that he wanted to become  

a priest. The priest of  
his village helped him  

with his education.

…T HAT’S IT ,  
JUAN, T H IS  
CH ILD WILL  

END UP BEING 
CALLED  
LIKE YOU

…  IF YOU  
SAY SO,  
T ERESA

NO ONE IS  
BORN AS A SAINT 
MARIAN ILLO ,  
YOU HAVE TO  

BECOME…
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... from 1916 to 1921 he  

developed an intense  

pastoral work in small  

villages: Hernansancho,  

Villanueva de Gómez, San 

Juan de la Encinilla ... 

... on 18th March, 1916  
he is ordained priest  

in Ávila ... 

I  WILL  
IM ITAT E  
JESUS …

… . IN 
EVERYT HING…
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... his door was always  
open day and night  

for everybody

... in 1925, in Madrid he met  

F. Zicket, founder of the  

Dehonian Fathers in Spain. 

I  
WANT ED…

… I WAS 
LOOKING 
FOR…

… I HAVE 
FOUND.

… WE ARE PRIESTS  
OF T HE SACRED  
HEART OF JESUS…

… FAT HER LEON 
DEHON WANTS  
US TO PAY  

AT T ENT ION TO 
T HE NEEDS OF 
T HE SOCIET Y…
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... on 31st October, 1926  
Mr Mariano García took  
his vows with the name  

of Juan María de la Cruz ... 

... the first destination  

of Father Juan was Novelda.  

He taught religion  

in its school ... 

… LOVE,  
OBLAT ION ,  

REPARAT ION…

… AND HE TOOK  
CARE OF T HE  
CHURCH OPEN  

TO EVERYBODY … .
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... his second destination  
was the seminary of Puente 

la Reina, in Navarre, with  
a lot of seminarians and 

very few resources ... 

... Father Juan’s mission  

was to look for resources. 

He went across Navarre  

and the Basque Country  

looking for friends and  

collaborators ... 

… TO MAINTAIN  
T HE SEMINARY AND 
T HE MISSIONARIES 

WHO WERE EDUCAT ED 
T HERE …
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... his life of prayer  

was very intense. Father 

Juan used to ask the rest  

to be left alone with God ... 

... the summer of 1936  
Father Juan arrived to  

the novitiate of Garaballa, 
on the mountain range  
of Cuenca, to rest and  

recover his poor health ... 

. . .  HAPPY  
T HE ONE  

WHO IS LUCKY 
ENOUGH … .

… TO SHED  
T HE BLOOD  
FOR OUR  
LORD …

… I AM T HE WAY,  
T HE T RUT H  

AND T HE LIFE…
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... on 18th July  
the Civil War  

began in Spain ... 

... Father Juan travelled  

to Valencia where he thought 

that he would go unnoticed, 

nobody knew him there... 

… FORGIVE T HEM,  
FAT HER … .

… TO BOT H  
SIDES …

… BECAUSE 
T HEY DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
T HEY ARE 
DOING …
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... The church of los Santos 
Juanes was burning, the  
religious statues and  

objects were being sacked... 

... the militiamen arrested 
him. Under those  

circumstances to be a priest 
was regarded as crime ... 

T HAT’S T ERRIBLE !
A HORRIBLE CRIME!
IT ’S A SACRILEGE!

¿ ¡ … !?

… I AM  
A PRIEST…

… TAKE H IM  
TO JAIL… 

… MAY  
GOD’S WILL  
BE DONE …
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... the night of 23rd August, 
1936 Father Juan and other 
nine prisoners were taken ... 

... there, in the light  

of the street lamps,  

close to an irrigation canal, 

they were shot... 

LET’S GO TO  
SILLA, TO T HE  

F IELD OF  
EL SARIO…

I FORGIVE 
YOU
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... his remains were found, 

exhumed and moved to  

Puente de la Reina in 1940.... 

Today Father Juan María  
de la Cruz lives in the  

resurrection of Christ,  
and he is a reference  

for the Dehonians  
around the world.

AMONG H IS 
CLOT HES IT 
WAS FOUND…

… T HE CROSS  
OF H IS VOWS….

…  T HE SCAPULAR 
OF H IS  

CONGREGAT ION … .

… AND A DIARY 
DRILLED  

BY A SHOT.

ON 1 1T H MARCH ,  
200 1 HE WAS  

BEAT IF IED BY POPE 
JOHN PAUL I I .
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MY LIFE IS T HE  
RELIG IOUS LIFE… .

Vicepostulation Cause  
Canonization Blessed  
Juan María de la Cruz


